Boy of the Painted Cave Novel Analysis Exercises Chapter 13

13) CHAPTER 13

A) Chapter Questions

Answer the following questions in complete sentences.

1) What did Tao observe the hunters doing?

2) What did Tao decide to do, and why?

3) While Tao waited for the right moment, what did he have to do to Ram?

4) What happened when Tao let Ram go?

5) What did Tao conclude as to the cause of failure?

6) How did Volt respond?

7) What did Tao do to stop Volt?
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8) What did Volt correctly infer from Tao’s action?

9) Tao explained to Volt that Ram is a good wolf that has been beneficial to the clan. What was
Volt's response?

10) What did Tao decide to do?

11) What drastic measure did the hunters take to prevent Tao from doubling back?

12) What did Tao decide to do when he got to the river?

B) Characterization Exercises

1) What did we learn about Tao's character in this chapter?
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2) What did we learn about Volt's character in this chapter?

3) What external conflicts, if any, were revealed in this chapter?

4) What internal conflicts, if any, were revealed in this chapter?

(03] Subtheme Exercises

Certain subthemes can be abstracted from the events of this chapter. Below is a list of them. For
each one, describe the particular events from which the subtheme can be abstracted.

1) Seizing on an opportunity.

2) Good intentions, bad execution.
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3) When the situation looks bleak, get out fast!

D) Plot Summary Paragraph

Summarize the plot of this chapter in about five sentences.

E) Plot Summary Sentence

Summarize the plot of this chapter in one sentence.

F) Inventing a Chapter Title

Invent a chapter title for this chapter. Make it concise, captivating, and connected to the main
event. It needn’t be a complete sentence, and normally isn’t, but it can be.
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G) Making Connections

1) Tao saw an opportunity to demonstrate Ram's value and so decided to seize it. Unfortunately,
the plan failed, which put Ram’s life at risk. One should always be on the alert for opportunities,
but one should think carefully about the consequences of failure. What could Tao have done to
prove Ram’s value without putting Ram’s life at risk?

2) Tao had good intentions but the plan failed, making it a very treacherous situation. Tao took a
big risk and lost. Describe a situation today—either from personal experience, books, movies, or
your imagination—in which someone takes a big risk, loses, and is placed in a negative situation.

3) The popular expression "between a rock and a hard place™ applies to Tao. It means that he has
two alternatives and both are fraught with risk. Sending Ram across the river risked Ram getting
killed by the Mountain People. Not letting him cross meant a certain death by Volt. Tao had no
choice but to chase Ram across because there he had a better chance to survive. Describe a
situation today—either from personal experience, books, movies, or your imagination—in which
someone is caught “between a rock and a hard place.”
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