Dar and the Spear-Thrower Book 1: Novel Analysis Exercises 6) The Stranger

6) THE STRANGER

A) Chapter Questions

Answer the following questions in complete sentences.

1) Name two ways in which the stranger was different than the men in Dar’s clan.

Fis “manmart” consisted of twe shoxt lines on bis cheek. His spearpeint was made

2) What did Dar wish he had done before leaving his camp?

Fe wished he had starpened bis spear as Henok had implied.

3) Given how powerful the stranger appeared, what wise thing did Dar do?

Fe nevealed himself te the stranger and indicated that fie meant ne havm.

4) What friendly gesture did Dar make to the stranger?

Dar offered the stranger seme food.

5) What did Dar do that greatly impressed the stranger?

wsing his sunstone.

6) What did the stranger do that greatly impressed Dar in two different respects?

Fe showed Dar his spear-thrower, which contained a beautiful cawing ef a leaping
fierse, and then fie demonstrated its amazing ability to improve ene’s thuow.

7) Recall that Kenok believed that woodcarvings possessed no value because they were not
practical. What does the spear-thrower combine in one object that might change Kenok’s mind?

The spear-thrower combined beautiful art and a practical teel in ene cbject.
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8) What did the stranger want Dar to do?

Fe wanted Dax to trade him the sunstone fox the spear-thrower.

9) Why didn’t Dar trade?

The sunstone was from his beloved grandfather and thevefere pessessed pewsonal ex
sentimental value for Dax.

10) In what way would the trade have been beneficial for Dar?

The spear-thrower would have made Dar a much better hunter, and e would lifkely
fiave found ancthien sunstene to neplace the ene traded. Ulse, fie would lifiely have
learned fow to make mone spear-throwers for his clan.

11) How would the trade have been beneficial to Toreg and his clan?

Joreq probalily could have made|got ancther spear-thrower. Jhe sunstene would
allow Jeneq and his clan te build fires faster, and it weuld encourage them to find

mose sunstones.

12) What internal conflict did Dar experience?

Dar wanted te have the spear-thrower but did net want to give up his precious
sunstone.

13) What did the stranger do that might give Dar another chance at getting the spear-thrower?

Fe explained to Dar where be lived and thus how te find him.

14) Dar thought that if he owned the “magical rod,” something about him wouldn’t matter any
more. What?

With the s pear-throwen, the fact that Dar was neithen tall nex strong woeuldn’t matter
anymeore.
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B) Characterization Exercises

1) What did we learn new about Dar’s character regarding strangers?

We learned that Dar is wise, brave, and friendly. Jt tock wisdem and courage to
weveal himself to the stranger in a friendly manner. Uften all, the stranger could have
been a bad person whe could haun Dax te get his pessessions. Dar wauned up to the
stranger veny quickly once fe concluded the stranger was friendly.

2) What else did we learn new about Dar’s character?

We learned that be hionered his grandfather as demonstrated by his nefusal te trade
the sunstone even though that would have benefited him. Fe chose sentimental value
cver practical value.

3) What did we learn about Toreg’s character?

We learned that although be bocks quite dangerous en the surface, fie is a vewy nice
pewson. Fe could have easily wolibied Dax, but hie’s not that kind of person. Alse, he’s
quick to wecagnize value when fie sees it, as demonstrated by his immediate desive te
have the sunstone.

{NTT: The highlight of this chapter is how each person marveled at the other’s possession,
which dramatizes the value of trade. Each clan could benefit enormously from a single
trade, but Dar would have been demeaned in our eyes if he gave away the sunstone without
consideration for his grandfather. He would first have had to convince himself that trading
was not, as Kenok believed, an act of disrespect for his grandfather.}
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(@3] Subtheme Exercises

Certain subthemes can be abstracted from the events of this chapter. Below is a list of them. For
each one, describe the particular events from which the subtheme can be abstracted.

1) How to confront strangers.

Dar cenfronted Joneq by revealing himself to be friendly and haunless.

2) The value to others of one’s possessions.

Jareg greatly valued Dar’s sunstone, and Dar greatly valued Joreg’s spear-
thrower.

3) The power of technology to make people more powerful.

The spear-thrower would make Dar a much more powerful bhunter. Jhe sunstene
would make Joreg faster and mane neliabile at making fires.

4) Referring to something as “magical” when you don’t understand how it works.

The author made it seem that Dar negarded the spear-thiower as magical. (p. 258 )

5) The mutual benefit of trade.

JE Dar traded T areg the sunstone for the spear-thrower, both weuld have benefited
becauwse each could have weplaced that which they traded and thevely had both
deuvices.

6) Sentimental (personal) value versus practical value.

Dar saciificed practical value for sentimental value when fie wefused to trade the
sunstone fou the spear-thrower. Jhe sunstone bad belenged te Dar’s grandfather.

7) The problem with multiple languages.

Dar and Joreg couldn’t camumunicate verially because they didn’t speak each ctfier’s
tanguage.
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D) Plot Summary Paragraph

Summarize the plot of this chapter in about six sentences.

Je aveid getting funt, Dar neveals himself to the stranger and effers him some meat.
Uccepting the affer, the stranger, Joreq, begins wibbing sticks together to make a fire,
but it wouldn’t staxt, se Dax lights the fire with his sunstone, which greatly impresses
Jareg. Fixated on the sunstene, Jareg shows Dax his spear-thrower on which is
cawed a beautiful fornse, and to impress Daxr even moxe, I oneg demonstrates its
amazing ability te hit a target from a long distance. Jareg wants te trade it for
Dar’s sunstene, but even though Dar recognizes the spear-thrower’s value and
wealizes he could easily find ancther sunstone, fe agenizingly wefuses because of the
sunstone’s sentimental value to Dar. J ereq sthows Dar where fie lived and then
departs in a friendly mannex.

E) Plot Summary Sentence
Summarize the plot of this chapter in one sentence.

Dar encounters a stranger, J oneq, whoe wants to trade his spear-thrower with a forse
canwed an it for Dar’s sunstone, but Dax weluctantly wefuses because the sunstone

{NTT: This chapter dramatizes the benevolence that’s possible between strangers. If
people are basically good, then there would not be much fear in being friendly to strangers.
And the benefit of befriending strangers would be enormous, such as trade and knowledge
transfer.}
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